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Letter from the President 
With the club's diving agenda rapidly coming to an end, the autumn cannot 
be far away. OOur edOOitor is already reminding me about writing the 
Presidents Letter for the August Waterlog (truth be known the editor has to 
remind me every month). 
It's been an exciting diving season for me as my daughter Karen joined me 

from Whistler BC. and together with my son Steven who lives locally we 
did the club dives in Tobermory and the Upper Niagara River. Steven took a 
page out of the editor's book and carried a sizable pet rock throughout the 
Niagara Dive. Karen and I finished the last part of the Niagara river dive on 
the surface rather than do a John Paloc and have to blame the editor for the 
long walk back to the car. 
I would like to thank David Wong and the Dive Committee for organizing 
such an exciting dive schedule and the individual dive coordinators for doing 
such outstanding organising. 
I am told by insiders that a mooring rope was tied to both ends of the 
Wexford and that Alf Hepplestone managed to find the wreck both times 
this year. 
After the last group of club divers left for the Wexford a mystery pair of fins 
were found on the quay by those remaining, would any club member admit 
to diving the Wexford without fins this year? 
If the dive committee have not chosen your favourite site this year and you 
would like to make sure it gets on the schedule next year, then please 
consider joining the dive committee when the elections come along in the 
Autumn. It could be your first step towards the club presidency 
I am heartened to have seen quite a few divers from our recent Open Water 
Scuba Course joining us on this years dives and that is great. All too often 
our graduates join for the year of their course and then head south for their 
diving. That is a sad loss to the club and a terrible loss to the divers 
concerned as we in the Great Lakes Basin are blessed with a large number of 
the best wrecks in the world right in our own back yard. For me as a Dive 
Master and a dive coordinator, sharing Ontario's underwater heritage with a 
new diver is a rewarding experience and constantly reminds me just how 
lucky, we the survivors are, to have wrecks like the Wexford etc, 
Our Safety Director Glen Ford has researched two topics very important to 
all of us as members of the diving fraternity. One is Diver's Ear and the 
second is Deep Stops. I encourage every one to read these articles they are 
very informative and will make you a safer diver. The club has been able to 
obtain from the University of Washington a copy of Divers Ear in the VHS 
format. We will show this tape at an upcoming Pub-Night. 



Finally, September the 20th of this year will be the club open night. Bring 
your friends, colleagues, children and other relatives along and "try scuba" 
Please let as many people as you can know that it is happening. The club 
needs new members and the dues they generate to finance pool swimming 
plus the dives on the schedule at an economical price. I hope to see you Sept 
20 at 8 o'clock at the school and dive safely the rest of the year. 
I will raise the issue of a flyer or a brochure promoting the "open night" with 
other members of the executive and see if we can send it to you via email. 
You can post several of them at work, in church at the mall and whereever 
else you think potential divers may frequent. 

Shipwreck expedition to film Carpathia 
PLYMOUTH, UK (11 July 2004) -- A deep diving team led by a 
Plymouth diver hopes to bring back the first video footage from the 
wreck of a ship which rescued more than 700 survivors from the 
Titanic. 

RMS Carpathia, which picked up 705 survivors as the Titanic went 
down in 1912, was herself sunk six years later by a German U-boat. 
Her wreck lies SOOft down in the Atlantic, 300 miles west of Plymouth 
and 160 miles south-east of Ireland. 

Now Richard Stevenson and his 13-man team are to film the wreck. 
Without Carpathia and her skipper, Captain Arthur Rostron, there 
would have been no survivors from the Titanic, which sunk after 
hitting an iceberg. 

Five people were killed in the sinking of the Carpathia in July 1918, 
which came six years after the Titanic embarked on her maiden 
voyage.The site of her wreck was discovered by US scuba divers five 
years ago. 

Then, in 2001, a team of divers led by Mr Stevenson, of Plymouth
based Deep Blue Diving, managed to reach the wreck and retrieve 
some small items. But due to technical reasons, it was not possible to 
bring back video footage of the wreck. 

Mr Stevenson and his team are leaving Mount Batten in Plymouth on 
Saturday for a return visit to the wreck. 
During the 11-day dive, they hope to explore and document the ship, 
and locate historical items. 

The mission is being backed by RMS Titanic Inc, which owns the 
wreck. The company is hoping the divers will be able to raise the 



Carpathia nameplate from the bow, as well as a special cup awarded 
to the Carpathia and her captain by the survivors of the Titanic. 

Ground-breaking scuba diving technology is needed for the dive, 
because of the depth and position of the ship. 
Mr Stevenson, 34, has taken part in several high-profile exploration 
dives in the past 10 years and said this was an exciting venture. 

"We're all built up for it, and the exploration is well prepared - we're 
now keeping our fingers crossed the weather will be okay. 

Well timed 

"I wouldn't say it's dangerous because we are all experienced divers. 
Having said that, we'll be 300 miles into the Atlantic." 

There are nine divers and four support members in the team. Most are 
from the UK, but there are also expert divers from Italy and South 
Africa. 

One of the divers, Carl Spencer, said next year was the 20th 
anniversary of the Titanic being discovered, so the dive was well 
timed. 

"The role of the Carpathia is often forgotten in the Titanic story, so if 
we can help provide a new angle to the story, that would be great," he 
said. 

Divers will only be able to spend a maximum of 24 minutes on the 
wreck and the ascent and decompression will take more than seven 
hours, making it one of the most dangerous expeditions carried out. 
SOURCE - BBC 

Diver diving solo drowns in 'Islander' shipwreck 
ALEXANDRIA BAY, New York (13 July 2004) -- An experienced 
master scuba diver died while exploring the wreck of the 'Islander' in 
the Saint Lawrence River. 

Nelson Barger, 43, of Chesapeake Virginia drowned after becoming 
entangled in the shipwreck. 

New York state police told CONN Barger was diving alone when the 
accident occurred. 

A father and his two teenage sons discovered Barger's body while 
participating in a diver training class near the wreck site. 



A police diver team recovered Barger's body at a depth of about 12 
meters ( 40 feet) and he was pronounced dead at the scene of the 
accident. 

Michael Washburn, a local diving instructor, said he could not 
understand why Barger was diving alone, however, police said it 
wasn't clear if the 'buddy system' would have made a difference. 

CANSAC at Thornhill Festival 
Once again, the club will have a booth at the annual Thornhill Village 
Festival. 

The 28th annual festival is on Saturday, Sept. 18, 2004 from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. The festival is a one-day outdoor show that includes vendors, 
community groups and non-profit clubs. 

The club has been hosting a booth for about four years and it is a great 
way to create interest in the fall sign-up night at the Thornlea Pool. This 
year, the sign-up night is on Sept. 20, and it is great timing to promote it 
at the booth. 

Although it hasn't yet been confirmed, the club usually has a space at 
booth number 62 on Colborne St., east of Yonge St. and west of Church 
Lane. 

As usual, the booth will need volunteers. It is a lot of fun to talk about 
scuba with prospective divers, so come on out! 

If you can volunteer to staff the booth for even an hour, contact Lisa 
Sherin at or send her an email at ohoenx@interlog.com 

Set up time is usually at about 7:30 a.m. and take-down is when the 
festival closes at 4:30 p.m. 



Anyway, the herring on the Internet makes a high-pitched raspberry 
noise, which turns into a series of rapid ticks. The herring research 
team has named this sound (I am still not making any of this up) a 
Fast Repetitive Tick, or FRT. 

The critical question now facing the scientific community is: WHY do 
herring break wind? Scientists quoted in the article speculate that the 
herring might be using these sounds -- which they make mainly at 
night -- to communicate with each other. 

This raises another question: What, exactly, would a herring need to 
communicate? I mean, we're talking about creatures with roughly the 
same IQ as a Tic-Tac. They are not down there discussing Marcel 
Proust. My guess is they're probably breaking wind to convey 
extremely simple messages such as: "Hey, it's dark!" "I know! The 
same thing happened last night!" "Who said that?" "Me!" "Who are 
you?"" A herring!" "Wow, that's amazing! I'm also a herring!" "Wow! 
I'm also a Yankees fan!" "Wow, that's amazing! I'm a Yankees ... " 
etc. 

I contacted one of the herring researchers, Dr. Ben Wilson of the 
University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. When I reached 
him, he was on a ship off the coast of Alaska, doing research on sea 
lions. He is a thoughtful man with a British accent, and he sounded 
quite serious about the herring research. Have you ever been in one of 
those situations where you think the topic is pretty funny, but the 
other person does not seem to be nearly as amused as you? That was 
what it was like for me, talking to Dr. Wilson about why herring break 
wind. 

I asked him if, by any chance, the wind-breaking herring happened to 
be males. Because if they were, that might explain it: It is a well
known scientific fact that human males deliberately break wind purely 
for the sense of accomplishment it gives them. 

But Dr. Wilson said he was unaware of any correlation between the 
sex of the herring and the FRT noise. He also noted that it's difficult to 
tell male and female herring apart. Maybe that's what they're 
communicating about: "Hey, you want to mate?" "Sure! My name is 
Bob!" "Hey, my name is Bob, too!" "UH-oh!" etc. 

But whatever the herring are up to, I am confident that, in time, Dr. Wilson 
and his colleagues will get to the bottom (Har!) of it. On behalf of humanity, 
I thank them, as well as any editors who actually published this column. 



True Story Behind Disturbing 'Open Water' Movie 
Powered by CONN - CYBER DIVER News Network 
by DAVID FICKLING 

In 1998, Tom and Eileen Lonergan disappeared off the Great Barrier 
Reef after a diving company accidentally left them behind in shark
infested waters. Their bodies were never found. David Fickling reports 
on the true story behind a disturbing new film ... 

The sun is bright and hot as you break surface. You squint to see the 
outline of a boat. After 40 minutes of scuba diving you feel disoriented. 
You paddle round to see whether the boat is behind you, but there is 
nothing: just calm, blue ocean, stretching to the horizon. Such 
is the scenario of Open Water, the surprise hit of this year's Sundance 
film festival, which has also met with rave reviews across the American 
movie press. Shot on handheld digital cameras with a shoestring 
budget, it depicts the disintegration of a happy American couple after 
they are abandoned in shark-infested seas off the Bahamas during a 
dive holiday. 

The promotional material boasts that the film is "based on true 
events", but its makers are now parrying questions about exactly 
which true events are involved. Yet few doubt that the inspiration is 
the case of Tom and Eileen Lonergan, American tourists who 
disappeared off Australia's Great Barrier Reef on January 25, 1998. 
The couple had wound up in Australia after several years of travelling 
round the world. They had met and married at Louisiana State 
University, where Eileen had taken up scuba diving and persuaded 
Tom to join in her hobby. For two years they had taught for the Peace 
Corps in the Pacific island country of Tuvalu, before spending a further 
year in Fiji They were planning to travel round the world before 
heading home, but first the couple were determined to visit the Barrier 
Reef. In Port Douglas, an upmarket diving and sailing town towards 
the end of the road north through Queensland, they decided to take a 
day trip on a 26-passenger boat, the Outer Edge. For A$160, the five 
crew would take them for three dives on the ribbon reefs, a stack of 
broad shoals that run along the seaward ramparts of the Barrier Reef, 
40 miles offshore. On their third dive, round about 3pm, they headed 
off together and were last spotted swimming calmly 12m down. When 
they came to the surface after less than an hour underwater, the 
Outer Edge had gone. 



Being left behind on a dive is not an instant death sentence. Paul 
Lucas, a tourist from Leicester with less than 10 dives under his belt 
survived for 40 hours in stormy seas in January 2000, after he was l~ft 
behind by a dive boat in northern New South Wales. A diver is wearing 
an inflatable lifejacket and has the air to inflate it in a tank strapped to 
their back. The danger in the blazing heat of tropical Queensland is 
that, without fresh water, someone floating in the middle of the ocean 
may dehydrate long before help can arrive. 

The day after the incident the Outer Edge brought another tour party 
to the area, and one diver found six dive weights resting on the 
bottom. Oblivious to what had happened the previous day, a 
crewmember described the find as a bonus. 
At that point Tom and Eileen might still have been alive just a few 
miles away, using the empty dive belt to bind themselves together. 
They certainly appear to have survived the night: several months later 
a fisherman 100 miles north of the site found a dive slate which 
records their thoughts as dawn broke that morning. In a wobbly scrawl 
faded by months in the water, Tom Lonergan had written: "Monday 
Jan 26; 1998 08am. To anyone who can help us: We have been 
abandoned on Agincourt Reef by MV Outer Edge 25 Jan 98 3pm. 
Please help us [come] to rescue us before we die. Help!!!" 
Other clues offered tantalising glimpses of what might have happened. 
A wetsuit of Eileen's size washed up in north Queensland in early 
February; scientists measuring the speed of barnacle growth on its zip 
estimated that it was lost on January 26. Tears in the material around 
the buttocks and armpit had apparently been caused by coral. 

Inflatable dive jackets marked with Tom and Eileen's names were later 
washed ashore north of Port Douglas, along with their tanks - still 
buoyed up by a few remnants of air - and one of Eileen's fins. None 
showed any signs of the damage you would expect from a violent end, 
suggesting that the couple were not the victim of a shark attack, as 
the film suggests. Experts at the inquest speculated that, drifting 
helplessly back and forth on the tides in the building heat of the 
tropical sun, the couple may have been driven delirious by dehydration 
and have voluntarily struggled out of their cumbersome outfits. 
Without the buoyancy provided by their dive jackets and wetsuits, 
they would not have been able to tread water for long. Publicity 
surrounding the case spelled disaster for the Queensland dive industry. 
Nearly 50,000 people work in Queensland's Barrier Reef tourist trade, 
which is worth A$4.3bn and hosts nearly 4m day trips every year. 
High-profile horror stories could irrevocably taint the image of local 
operators. Worse still, this had not been simply an unavoidable 
accident. Dive boat crews are meant to count every diver into and out 



of the water and then carry out a further count when the boat leaves 
the dive site, but somehow the Lonergans had slipped through the net. 
Outer Edge skipper Jack Nairn said that he had ordered a crew 
member to carry out the count, and that the numbers had become 
confused because two passengers had jumped into the water halfway 
through. In any case, no one seems to have noticed that two sets of 
diving gear were missing as the boat steamed back to Port Douglas, 
nor was any alarm raised the following day when the Outer Edge 
returned to the same spot. It was only two days later, when Nairn 
found a bag containing the Lonergans' wallet and passports on the 
boat, that the alarm was raised. By that time, Tom and Eileen would 
probably already have died. The industry's damage-control mechanism 
was desperate and unpleasant. Rumours started spreading - many of 
them put about by the Outer Edge's owner, Tom Colrain - that there 
was more to the Lonergans' case than met the eye. Melancholy 
passages in the diaries of Tom and Eileen were raised as evidence that 
they had committed suicide, that he had killed her in a murder-suicide, 
even that they had faked their own deaths and sped off to a new life in 
another boat supposedly spotted nearby. Sightings of the Lonergans 
began pouring in from all over Australia. 
In the inquest and subsequent trial of Jack Nairn on manslaughter 
charges, the speculation reached fever pitch. "The defence attorney 
used these diaries to absolutely slander, to absolutely destroy these 
two people's reputations," says Eileen's father, John Hains, who 
traveled to Cairns for the hearing . "I was disappointed in the verdict 
[in which Jack Nairn was found not guilty of manslaughter]. I felt like 
the jury didn't believe that they were dead, and to me that was the 
essence of the trial, was to prove that they had died." 
Six years on, the names of Tom and Eileen Lonergan are still those 
most likely to shut down a Cairns conversation, so the release and 
publicity surrounding Open Water is far from welcome. Jack Nairn still 
lives in the area despite losing his business as a result of the publicity 
and debts surrounding his trial. He initially refused to talk about the 
case, and would only discuss how the fallout from the case had 
affected him. "The reality of it is that the thing creates emotional 
turmoil for all of the people involved," he says. "It's incredibly 
unsettling and stressful for myself and my children, and for us it's a 
terrible thing that [Open Water] has been made. This is really very bad 
for the industry as a whole." Nairn's concerns about the impact of the 
film on tourism are not surprising, given the Queensland dive 
industry's struggle to rebuild its squeaky-clean image in the wake of 
the Lonergans' deaths. In a check on 59 dive shops by Queensland 
health and safety inspectors in 2002, a total of 76 notices were issued 
for failure to do proper head counts, dive logs or lookouts - the main 



The new study warns of an even more alarming collapse throughout 
the world's oceans if climate change continues. It is the result of a 
mammoth research effort, which has taken and analysed 72,000 
samples of seawater from 10,000 different places in the oceans since 
1989. 

Led by scientists working for the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in Seattle, it has also involved teams of researchers 
from Australia, Canada, Spain, Japan, South Korea and Germany. 

It has discovered, for the first time, that the seas and oceans have 
soaked up almost half of all human emissions of carbon dioxide, the 
main cause of global warming, since the start of the Industrial 
Revolution. 

By doing so they have greatly slowed climate change, and almost 
certainly prevented it from already causing catastrophe. 

"The oceans are performing this tremendous service to humankind by 
reducing the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere," says Dr 
Christopher Sabine, one of the leaders of the research. But, he adds, 
this is coming at a great cost because the act of salvage "is changing 
the chemistry of the oceans". 

The research concludes that "dramatic changes", such as have not 
occurred for at least 20 million years, now appear to be under way. 
They could have "significant impacts on the biological systems of the 
oceans in ways that we are only beginning to understand". 

As the water naturally absorbs carbon dioxide from the air, it forms 
carbonic acid. And the acid then mops up calcium carbonate, a 
substance normally plentiful in the oceans that sea creatures use to 
make the protective shells that they need to survive. 

The scientists say that if the world goes on producing more and more 
carbon dioxide, this shell formation will become increasingly difficult, 
while the world will heat up anyway. 

The results are incalculable, because so may shelled creatures live in 
the seas, ranging from clams and corals to the plankton and other tiny 
creatures that form the base of the entire food chain of the oceans. 

The surface waters and upper 10 per cent of the oceans - which 
contain most of the life - are the most acidic, the research shows. The 
acidity also varies around the world. The North Atlantic - the nearest 
ocean to the world's most polluting countries, is the most affected; the 
southern ocean that encircles Antarctica the least. 



When the scientists took a species of snail from the relatively 
unpolluted waters of the far north of the Pacific, near the Arctic Circle, 
and put it in seawater with carbon dioxide levels similar to those found 
elsewhere, the animals' shells began to dissolve. 

Dr Peter Brewer, of the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute -
who was not himself involved in the research - calls the results "a 
wake-up call". He adds: "The numbers are crystal clear. The analysis is 
impeccable. There is no uncertainty about this. These impacts of a 
high carbon dioxide ocean are real, and are measurable today." 

The research also explodes a heavily touted "solution" to global 
warming. Critics of international action, including members of the Bush 
administration, say that there is little need to curb carbon dioxide 
emissions because the gas could be collected and injected into the 
oceans for disposal. However, the study shows that this cure could be 
even worse than the disease. 
SOURCE - Independent 

Sept 11/12 

CANADIAN SUB AQUA CLUB 
2004 DIVE SCHEDULE 

Dive Point Traverse. Lodging at cottages and two days diving on 
wrecks like the Olive Branch, City of Sheboygan and Annie Falconer 
Cost $215.00 http://dive.kingston.net/duckboat.htm 
Take a look at Glen's write up this is should be an excellent dive. 

Glen Ford dive coordinator 

Dates and cost in bold are final. 

Contact your dive coordinator via the Rogue's Gallery or via the email 
address printed in your March Waterlog and do it now to avoid 
disappointment 




